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Racial Injustice
Mary Soucie



Unconscious bias

 An implicit association or attitude operates beyond our control and awareness

 Informs our perceptions of a person or social group

 Can influence our decision making and behavior



Becoming aware of biases

 Implicit biases can contradict values, escape detection and influence action

 Your surprise when someone exhibits a certain behavior, comment, skill or life 

experience can indicate an unconscious bias



Uncovering biases

 Acknowledge potential for bias

 Be wary of first impressions

 Learn about stereotypes

 Broaden your focus

 Expose yourself to new and different experiences



Mitigating biases

 Acknowledge differences

 Acknowledge the potential for bias as an individual and an organization

 Check thought processes and decisions for biases

 Identify sources of stress which can increase biases

 Be open to feedback

 Increase the exposure to stereotyped group members/others 



Bias interrupters

 Question your assumptions

 Analyze

 Take a risk

 Disrupt the default

 Speak out

 Hold yourself and others accountable



Uncover your implicit biases

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html


Four behaviors linked to inclusion

 Empowerment

 Courage

 Humility

 Accountability



Hosting programs around racial injustice

 Think about what your aims are

 Be mindful and aware it may not be easy

 Discussing these topics can be difficult on a variety of levels 

 Know that participants are coming from all different places

 Not all libraries need a book club like this but must consider impact on access 

equity and roles they play in systemic racism

 Won’t solve it but will provide individuals a chance to incite positive change 

through engagement 



Questions?

Mary Soucie

701-328-4654

701-516-6166

msoucie@nd.gov

mailto:msoucie@nd.gov


Database Searching
Angie Houser



Effective Research

 What is the difference between 

a search engine and a database?

 What are the different ways of 

searching?

 Research Questions



Effective Research Examples
 Boolean Searching

 Minnesota AND Vikings 

 Minnesota OR Vikings 

 Minnesota NOT Vikings 

 Truncation Searching

 Cardio* = cardio, cardiovascular, 
cardiologist, etc. 

 Phrase Searching

 “Between a rock and a hard place” 



Databases

 NDSL Database List

 How to access

 Updates to the list



New Look of ODIN’s Authgate



New Look of ODIN’s Authgate



Angie Houser

ahouser@nd.gov

701-328-3495

mailto:ahouser@nd.gov


Opioid Crisis and Libraries
Abby Ebach

Public Library Specialist

Summer Summit 2020



Obligatory Disclaimer

I am not a …

 Doctor

 Scientist

 Lawyer

 Astronaut (Unfortunately) 



Public Health Emergency

 US: 10.3 million people misused 
prescription opioids

 US: 21–39% of patients misuse 
prescribed opioids; 8–12%
develop an opioid use disorder.

 ND: 4.3% middle school, 14.4% 
high school , and 6.1% of college 
students misused prescription 
pain medication.



Public Health Emergency



Public Health Emergency





What are Opioids?

 Natural, synthetic, or semi-synthetic chemicals 

that interact with opioid receptors on the 

nerve cells in the body/brain. They reduce the 

intensity of pain signals. 



Legal Opioids?

 Codeine

 Fentanyl (Duragesic)

 Hydrocodone (Vicodin)

Methadone (Dolophine)

Morphine

Oxycodone (OxyCotin, Percocet)





Yes, COVID-19 Affects This, Too



Spotlight: Heroin



Spotlight: Fentanyl



Spotlight: Carfentanil

Lethal Doses of 

Heroin, Fentanyl, 

and Carfentanil



Who’s at Fault?



Addiction





Don’t Live in Denial





Naloxone

Opioid Antagonist

Works in 2–5 minutes

Mild side effects

 Saves Lives



Narcan



How libraries are posed to help

 Education

 Policies

 Procedures

Obtain Narcan

Opioid Overdose Prevention Program



https://library-

nd.libguides.com/opioidcrisis

https://library-nd.libguides.com/opioidcrisis


https://my.nicheacademy.com/northdak

otastatelibrary/course/13366

https://my.nicheacademy.com/northdakotastatelibrary/course/13366


Questions?



Abby Ebach

aebach@nd.gov

701-328-4680

mailto:aebach@nd.gov


Literacy – it’s all around you
Shari Mosser





Reading

[w]Riting

‘Rithmetic



UNESCO (United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization) defines literacy as a 

means of identification, 

understanding, interpretation, 

creation, and communication in an 

increasingly digital, text-mediated, 

information-rich and fast-changing 

world



Globally, at least 750 million 

youth and adults still cannot 

read and write and 250 

million children are failing 

to acquire basic literacy 

skills. 



North Dakota has the 

literacy 

rate in the United 

States at 

-World population review.com 









Emerging Readers





equals a 

surge in 

literacy 

levels.

Nigella Lawson’s library

101, 102, 

103…. Yep 

I’ve got a 

lot more!





https://1000booksbeforekindergarten.org/



From

https://marylandfamiliesengage.org



http://www.daybydayoh.org



School age readers



Kate and her 

sister Cassie 

(author of 

Circus 

Mirandus!) 

leaping for 

Gertie’s 

Leap to 

Greatness

Borrowed from 

http://www.thecomp

ulsivereader.com/201

6/10/leaping-for-joy-
for-kate-beasleys-

debut.html



What did the 

horse say to the 

cow?

MOO!



Pictures of Roland and Frankie 

“Magic” throughout the years.  

Follow Frankie at 

https://www.facebook.com/

GoldenRetrieverFrankieMagic



Teens and Tweens



“reading fiction not only develops our 

imagination and creativity, it gives us the 

skills to be alone. It gives us the ability to 

feel empathy for people we’ve never met, 

living lives we couldn’t possibly experience 

for ourselves, because the book puts us 

inside the characters skin.”

Ann Patchett

The Triumph of the Readers
Wall Street Journal

Jan 17 2009

https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB123214794600191819



Speer, Nicole K et al. 

“Reading stories activates 

neural representations of 

visual and motor 
experiences.” Psychological 

science vol. 20,8 (2009): 

989-99. doi:10.1111/j.1467-

9280.2009.02397.x

This is the only 

Science-y part 

of the 

presentation.

Promise!



OK, a little bit 

more science….











Information Literacy

evaluate the quality and 

credibility of information 

and cover learning 

strategies that yield 

more credible results.



Ethical use of digital resources 

intellectual 

property, 

copyrighted 

material, and the 

proper way to 

reference the 

information



Understanding digital footprints 

all the information 

a person passively 

leaves or actively 

shares about 

themselves online, 

especially on social 

media sites



Protecting Yourself Online 

understanding the basics of 

Internet safety. Creating 

strong passwords, using 

privacy settings, and 

knowing what not to share 

on social media



Handling Digital Communication

communicate safely 

and appropriately in 

personal and 

professional 

communications



Cyberbullying

the use of 

technology as a 

means to harass 

others 





❖Communication
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❖Communication

❖Navigation

❖Financial Literacy

❖Health/medical

❖Insurance

❖Car maintenance

❖Home maintenance 

(basic cleaning skills)

❖Networking



Adults





Digital literacy for adults



In person 

Learning 

Circle at the 

Charlotte 

Mecklenburg 

Library



How do we learn together when we 

can’t meet together?



Financial Literacy







Shari Mosser

Literacy Specialist

ssandwick@nd.gov

701-328-4663

mailto:ssandwick@nd.gov


Survey

 https://www.projectoutcome.org/responses/52135

https://www.projectoutcome.org/responses/52135


Networking Hour


